
Saint Paul goes to 
Rome on Appia Way
A new app called Appia is specifically 
designed to help Friends & Parishioners 
have up-to-date information for Mass times, 
Confessions, Holy Days of Obligation, and 
other activities at St. Agnes. We want to 
make it easier for you to get in touch with us 
and other churches around in Manhattan. 
You can download Appia at the Apple App 
store or access it at www.appia.org. The App 
will soon be available on Android.

You can also visit our website at               
www.stagneschurchnyc.org for additional 
information on upcoming events and 
schedules, as well as our official Facebook 
page, under the name Church of Saint 
Agnes.

The Church of Saint Agnes
143 East 43rd Street
New York, NY 10017

When Fr. Michael Barrett was informed that Cardinal 
Timothy Dolan had asked the Prelature of Opus Dei to 
assume pastoral care of The Church of St. Agnes and that he 
and another priest, Fr. Robert Brisson, had been nominated 
to take up the charge, the first two words to cross his mind 
were “surprised” and “astonished.”

Their thoughts quickly passed to excitement. Fr. Barrett, 
64, was born in Manhattan and grew up in the Bronx. 
His father, Patrick, was a Lieutenant in the New York 
Fire Department and mother, Margaret, a nurse at St. 
Vincent’s Hospital. One of five children, he attended 
Cardinal Spellman High School, graduated from Columbia 
University, and then spent a decade working in Manhattan 
for Gulf Oil Corporation and Merrill Lynch. 

It was during that time that Fr. Barrett first got to know The 
Church of St. Agnes, where he attended daily Mass when he 
wasn’t able to go to St. Patrick’s Cathedral or Our Lady of 
Victory, which was closer to work.

From the time of Venerable Fulton J. Sheen’s famous 
“Seven Last Words” meditations on Good Friday, “St. 
Agnes has been a focal point for the evangelization of 
Manhattan and beyond” and is well known for “the 
faithfulness of those who come to celebrate Mass and those 
who come to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation,” 
commented Fr. Barrett.

 Fr. Barrett said he was “happy to return home” to become 
Pastor on July 1 of “such a beautiful and well-known parish 
in Midtown.” He is eager to have a chance to build on St. 
Agnes’ impressive legacy. He is passionate about helping 
souls find Christ no matter who they are or what they are 
doing. “St. Agnes has been here since 1873 and has been 
successful in its service for many years. As the faithful 
and I get to know each other, I’m hoping together we may 
discover ways to improve the evangelization of New York,” 
he said.
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As in a number of parishes in the Archdiocese, a new pastor 
was appointed to The Church of St. Agnes by Cardinal 
Dolan. Beginning July 1st, Fr. Michael Barrett became 
pastor and Fr. Bob Brisson was named parochial vicar; 
both are priests of the Opus Dei Prelature. Fr. Barrett is 
from New York City and has spent a number of years in 
Rome, Houston, and Los Angeles. Returning to the City is 
a dream come true! Fr. Bob Brisson, originally from Detroit, 
has lived in New York City for the past 20 years. Although 
the church has new leadership, longtime parishioners 
will be happy to know that Bishop John O’Hara continues 
to reside at St. Agnes on a part-time basis and Fr. William 
Elder also maintains his schedule of helping out on 
weekends. 
St. Agnes has served New York’s Midtown since 1873 and 
its wonderful traditions continue. Devotions, confessions, 
and both the Novus Ordo and Traditional Latin Mass are 
offered for the faithful. It takes a lot to make this church run! 
The staff has been an outstanding help to both new priests in 
their work at St. Agnes. Anna Megan continues as the Office 
Manager and the entire staff - our sacristans, housekeeper, 
and administrative help are staying on. They carry out the 
many projects that keep the parish well-ordered and most of 
the time their efforts are not recognized. Right now we are 
working on improving the places where people work and 
volunteer: the sacristy, offices, the basement kitchen, and 
the reception area of the rectory. 
Would You Help
We have a wonderful group of volunteers that help out on a 
regular basis doing a wide variety of tasks: counting money, 
ironing the altar linens, publishing the bulletin, or lectoring 
at Mass are a few examples. We have a need for more people 
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to get involved and we invite you to join us. Lectors, Altar 
Servers, and Ushers are essential, especially for weekend 
Masses. Please understand that an Altar Server cannot be 
underestimated - he gives a deeper perception of the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass when he is serving the priest who IS 
Christ as he celebrates Mass. Don’t be afraid; training is 
provided. In addition, having lectors at every Mass or even 
two lectors at Masses where there are two readings (Sundays 
and Feast Days) makes the liturgy a more collaborative and 
celebratory effort - the more involved we are as a group, the 
better the Mass.  Ushers represent St. Agnes by greeting 
people, making them feel welcome, and helping them to find 
a seat or - even more important - the materials for Mass. We 
continue to ask everyone to think if he or she might be able 
to help in one of these functions. Do you have another talent 
or ability that can help St. Agnes on an as-needed basis? 
Are you a seamstress? A landscaper/gardener? If you see 
something that you can help with, let us know. Contact us at: 
ICanHelp@stagneschurchnyc.org
Music to Reach God
For many years St. Agnes has been well known for its 
liturgical music and we want to maintain and improve 
this tradition. Heitor Caballero began working as Music 
Director on September 1st; his goal is to bring a new level 
of quality and a broader range of music to St. Agnes. Music 
helps the faithful to pray at Mass - to go beyond “just hearing 
good music” to genuinely improving their piety. Music for 
the liturgy must help us to worship God more fully and to 
sing makes our prayer twice as effective.
Cleanliness is Next to Godliness
In order to have a peaceful atmosphere and foster devotion 
when people attend Mass or pray before the Blessed 

Fr. Michael Barrett



Sacrament, the church needs 
to be clean.  This was especially 
important to Fr. Michael, which 
is why he arranged for a deep-
cleaning of St. Agnes. He scheduled 
this work for after 7pm, when the 
church closes, so as not to disrupt 
the Mass and Eucharistic Exposition 
schedule during the day. Father 
did some serious overtime here - 
staying up late at night to supervise 
the project. A thorough cleaning 

included scaffolding to reach the top of the columns within 
the church and the high decorative ledges that surround the 
interior perimeter. Many thanks to our sacristan, Ray, who 
helped with the cleaning schedule. You may not know that the 
painting that covers the wall in the sanctuary had very large 
spatters of candle wax on it in several places. Through the 
help of an incredibly knowledgeable volunteer at Opus Dei, 
the wax markings were carefully removed. The difference is 
amazing! Many thanks to Malena for her skillful work! 
What else is happening at St. Agnes? Fathers Michael and 
Bob, with a group of volunteers, spent weekends cleaning 
out accumulated junk that has been stored in various closets 
and rooms over the years. Lights have been upgraded, areas 
received new coats of paint, and of course the sacristy is 
getting a complete overhaul. The outside of the church is 
on schedule to be power-washed, too. Further, a cleaning 
company has been hired to clean the church three times 
a week. Something about the cleanliness of the church 
emphasizes how much we care about Our Lord through the 
liturgy and about the dwelling where Jesus always resides in 
the tabernacle.  We can always make things shine even more, 
but we hope that what has been accomplished in the last few 
months will help us to be more attracted to come and adore 
Jesus within the walls of St. Agnes. 
Spiritual Workout for Young Professionals
Many young professionals working in Midtown are Friends of 
St. Agnes - joining others who attend Mass weekdays. They 
have a dedication to Mass and regular Confession, discovering 
other young professionals who share the same values. This 
is a wonderful way to grow closer to Jesus through piety and 
practice. 
Everyone needs a deeper understanding of the dignity of 
the person and may look for the best way to develop at Saint 
Agnes relationships with peers and employees. While all the 
faithful are well-educated in their field of work, often having 
advanced degrees, they may not have studied and understood 
the prayerfulness and teachings of the Church.
St. Agnes wants to reach everyone to praise God, and we are 
looking for ways that may serve you. We are always ready 
to hear your ideas as to what interests you. What are you 

trying to understand? What do you want to learn about your 
faith? We can offer classes or groups to study Scripture and 
to learn more about the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
in a way that applies to your everyday life. Currently, there 
is a program for young professionals at St. Agnes known as 
P3, which stands for Prayer, Penance, and Pub. Not a bad 
combination! But there are many more ways that St. Agnes 
can help you at an important time in your life. Talk to us!                             
Church@StAgnesChurchNYC.org is regularly checked & 
answered.
Lastly, we invite young adults to volunteer! Consider 
becoming a lector at Mass or an Altar Server. Help the Church 
as an Usher or suggest other ways to make St. Agnes more 
welcoming to people who do not know we’re here. Many of 
them walk by the church without recognizing it. We want to 
make St. Agnes a warm & welcoming community, especially 
among young adults who can eventually become Catholic 
leaders here in New York City.
How to make a Parish Run
St. Agnes is an Archdiocesan parish and, like any parish, 
we depend totally on our parishioners for financial 
support. We have no other sources of income. Any funds 
donated to Saint Agnes will be used for it’s betterment. In 
the newsletter, we have included the accounting records 
for the past year because all our parishioners and friends 
should know about the material circumstances of the 
parish.
The numbers show that we operated on a $16,000 monthly 
deficit, or $213,000 for the year of 2015-2016; the fiscal 
year came to a close on August 30, 2016. We expect an 
even greater operating deficit in the year to come. Our 
hope is to find ways to eliminate this debt.
Currently, we have $860,000 in savings, through which 
we are covering the deficit as long as we can. We are 
also using those funds to repair the sacristy, rectory 
reception area, and office space; to clean the Church, and 
to make improvements to the lighting, plumbing, and air 
conditioning/heating that are essential for our truly aging 
facilities. These updates greatly improve the environment 
where our staff members and volunteers work. Certainly, 
we want a safe and clean space for everyone at St. Agnes.

Church Income Church Expenditures
Sunday & Weekday Collections 397,979 Clergy Salaries & Benefits 169,112

Latin Mass 43,813 Lay Salaries & Benefits 286,970
Fuel Collections 22,055 Office Expenses 106,256
Christmas & Easter Collections 56,961 Church Expenses 86,852.94
Holy Day Collections 36,506 Choir Expenses 96,664.77
Shrines, Votives & Candles 117,367 Utilities (Electricity & Steam) 59,793
Perquisites (Sacramental Donations) 10,500 Building Maintenance & Repairs 76,885
Donations & Bequests 6,213 Contracted Services 20,552
Bookstore Income 51,533 Property & Casualty Insurance 49,492
Rental Income 13,240 Parish House Living & Maintenance 38,199
Fundraising Income 281,476 Archdiocesan Assessment 129,526
Friends of Music 11,918 Bookstore Expenses 43,437
Cardinal's Appeal Rebate 9,807 Total Expenditures 1,163,740
Miscellaneous Income 5,466
Investment Income ** (114,377)
Total Income 950,458

Receipts over Expenses (213,282)

**Investment Income - Market Losses in FY16 Building Improvements 6,875
Lighting 6,875

Annual Cardinal's Appeal 2016 66,840

(Annual Goal was $57,500 - over goal by $9,340) Contribution from St. Agnes to Archdiocese 
of  NY 1,250,000

The Church of St. Agnes
Parish Financial Report Presented By the Administrator and the Trustees

September 1, 2015 - August 31, 2016

The Church of St. Agnes, by Church law, must have a 
Parish Financial Council to guide us. Right now, the 
Council does not exist and we need persons who can 
help. Do you work in finance? Can you offer your time & 
expertise? Please assist us. We’re also glad to have input 
from young professionals who can give diversity to the 
Council. Please reach out at 
Church@StAgnesChurchNYC.org 
or contact Anna Megan at the rectory. Thank you!


